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Abstract

Social Demand for Higher Education in Jordan
in The Light of Futuristic Trends in Education

Habis M. K. Hatamleh
Supervisor
Dr. Hassan Jamil Taha

The aim of this study was to explore the social demand for higher
education in Jordan in the light of futuristic trends in education.

To achieve this aim the researcher examined the present status of affairs
of social demand for higher education in Jordan. The researcher developed
three instruments, One questionnaire for Jordanian university students, another
guestionnaire for their parents and an interview with educational leaders. Each
guestionnaire consisted of two parts:

One part contained general personal information, which included independent
variables and the other part included study domains and items, which totaled
fifty six items in the students questionnaire and twenty two items in the parents
guestionnaire which represented the dependent variable.

The two study instruments were presented to a number of arbitrators for
the purpose of ascertaining their validity and reliability. The instrument was
applied to the study population, which consisted of 730 male and female
students and 730 parents. Students' were chosen by the categorical random
method. In order to obtain the results the arithmetic means were calculated: the
multiple variance was analyzed and the Shaffe's posterior comparison test was
conducted.

Eleven experts from the educational leaderships were interviewed and five
questions related to the growing demand for higher education were addressed.

The results showed that the main reasons why Jordanian university
students join higher education institution were in descending order: achieving
personal aspirations, self-assertion, bearing responsibility and self-reliance. The
results revealed that there were differences of statistical significance at o= 0.05
between the arithmetic means of Jordanian university students in the academic,
cultural, social and psychological domains attributable to gender in favor of
females and in the economic domain in favor of males. The results showed also
that there were no differences of statistical significance in the reasons for
students joining higher education institutions attributable to faculty and income,
that there are no differences in the reasons behind joining universities in the
social, economic and psychological domains attributable to the programme,
while there were differences between the Ph.D. students and higher diploma
students in favor of the Ph.D. students attributable to the programme in the
scientific and cultural domain.
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The results showed that there were no differences of statistical
significance in the reasons for joining Jordanian universities in the scientific and
cultural domain attributable to age while there were differences in the social,
economic and psychological domains attributable to the younger age group.
The results showed also that there were no differences in the reasons for
joining universities in the scientific, economic and psychological domains
attributable to the region while there were differences in the scientific and
cultural domains between south region students and north region students in
favor of south region students.

The results indicated that the main reasons that prompted parents to
educate their children at universities were: to obtain a university degree, self-
assertion and realization of social position. They showed that there were no
differences of statistical significance at o= 0.05 in the reasons that prompt
parents to educate their children at universities attributable to gender, place of
residence, income academic level of parents and number of family members,
while there were differences of statistical significance in the reasons why
parents send their children to universities in north region and central region in
favor of the north region.

The result of interviewing educational leaders showed that the reason for
social demand of higher education vary between social, economic, legislative,
political and cultural reasons. The results also showed that the social demand
for higher education tended to certain specializations as a result of accelerated
educational developments. The results indicated that the effects resulting from
the increasing demand for higher education were divided into positive and
negative effects. In order to achieve equilibrium between social demand for
higher education and the opportunities available for the students, experts and
specialists submitted several suggestions and recommendations.

In view of the study results the researcher recommended that
specializations be reconsidered and evaluated and that attention should be
given to new specializations that would keep abreast with modern development,
that clear policies be laid down for admission to universities taking into
consideration the societal needs and that more concern be given to strengthen
the psychological, scientific and economic elements of the student's life.
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